) 


dL 


Flewer 


F.C13 

WTS'&s-f 


( 


Selections  from 

The  Florida  Flower  October,  1911 


r 


F.  093 
W  956  sf 


/ 


(/ 


w  <  to-  /-'  -  :  - 


f,  0  ci 


p 


TEE  FLORIDA  FLOVJER 

■  Od,  i^\|. 


i,l  /  .  r  r  r  i 


HELP  build  ... 

THIS  MAGAZBtE 


ALL  fiBABL  ITS  PROFITS 


ITS  PROFITS  WILL  3E  A 
GRSA'i'tkR  FLORIDA 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 

University  of  Florida,  George  A.  Smathers  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/selectionsfromflOOwork 


The  Florida  Flower 
■  Miami  And  Tampa,  Florida 

October  15,  1911. 

FLORIDA’S  GREATEST  BENEFACTOR 

By  Walter  Henry  Rounds 

I  would  that  I  had  a  broader  canvas  upon  which  to  picture  the 
remarkable  achievements  of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway  Company  than 
a  short  editorial,  which  can  but  hint  at,  rather  than  convey,  its  general 
great  good  for  the  State  of  Florida,  In  history  phenomena  do  not  repeat 
themselves  as  they  do  in  nature.  First,  the  facts  come  to  us  through 
the  minds  of  fallible  men,  malicious  newspapers,  charged  with  human 
passions  and  prejudices  and  we  cannot  be  sure  that  we  have  the  facts: 
or,  if  we  concede  the  facts,  the  enigma  of  combination  and  interpretation 
still  remains. 

This  great  railway  company,  with  its  wonderful  network  of  subsidiary 
enterprises,  has  been  vastly  misunderstood  in  various  sections  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  for  to  be  truly  great  is  to  be  misunderstood.  Do 
you  believe  this?  If  not,  search  the  pages  of  history.  So  long  as 
envy,  malice,  individual  ambitions  and  greed  exists,  so  long  will  this 
continue.  There  is  no  company  In  the  world  that  pays  so  well,  that  is 
so  appreciative  of  labor,  and  that  has  done  so  much  for  the  general 
welfare  of  man  in  this  state  as  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway  Company. 

In  1886  operations  were  commenced  in  Florida  by  the  purchase  of 
a  little  narrow-gauge  railroad  from  South  Jacksonville  to  St.  Augustine, 
connecting  with  the  railroads  running  into  Jacksonville  by  ferry,  and 
from  that  time  until  the  present  the  amazing  march  of  commercial, 
structural,  artistic  and  broad,  benevolent  triumph  southward  has  been 
rapid  and  uninterrupted. 
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The  onward  march,  to,  is  not  ended,  end  will  not  be.  It  Is  safe 
to  8a y,  until  the  entire  oountrles  of  Central  and  south  Amerioa  are 

united  in  sending  their  canraerco  over  connecting  lines  to  Key  neat,  the 

/  /  ♦ 

Gibralter  of  America.  Keep  your  eye  on  Key  West  and  see  it  grow! 

I  . 
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OT  R  SEA  EXTENSION  OF  THE  F.  E.  0.  RAILROAD  INTO  KEY  WEST 

The  Railroad  That  Never  Has  A  Wreck 


Hr.  Henry  M.  Flagler— The  great  creator  of  imperial  Florida. 

One  of  the  world* s  greatest  engineering  and  construction  projects 
is  about  drawing  to  a  successful  completion,  and  by  the  last  of  January 
trains  of  the  Florida  East  Coast  Railway  will  be  running  into  the  island 
city  of  Key  West. 

A  speck  of  reef  set  far  out  in  a  tropical  sea,  much  nearer  to  the 
coast  of  Cuba  than  to  anyport  of  its  own  country,  Key  West  has  long  been 
the  most  remote  and  incongruous  city  claimed  by  an  American  state.  In 
days  gone  by  its  spongers,  wreckers  and  Spanish-speaking  cigarmakers 
no  more  dreamed  of  being  linked  with  the  mainland  by  rail  than  do  the 
people  of  Honolulu.  Until  ten  years  ago  their  nearest  home  port  was 
Tampa,  250  miles  up  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Then  the  Flagler  railroad, 
which  had  been  advancing  down  the  strip  of  wilderness  along  the  Atlantic 
seaboard,  brought  Key  West  within  reach  of  Miami,  157  miles  away,  by 
steamers  which  skirted  the  far-flung  chain  of  the  Florida  keys. 

This  chain  of  islsts  swing  off  from  the  Everglades  of  the  mainland 

/ 

to  stretch  down  into  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  as  far  as  Key  West. 
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No  part  of  the  western  frontier  is  so  primitive  and  unpeopled 
as  was  this  swarm  of  seagirt  islote  until  a  man  with  a  dream  of  oroative 
achievement,  and  millions  of  money  to  make  it  come  true,  resolved  to 
build  a  railroad  to  Key  Vest*  It  was  to  be  a  railroad  which,  in  a 
disttnee  of  130  niles  free  mainland  to  terminus,  should  bridge  no  leas 
than  thirty  miles  of  open  sea  and  cross  at  leant  thirty  niles  mono  of 
submerged  koy3  and  lagoons* 

A  rallro  d  to  be  pushed,  with  stupendous  difficulties  and  at  an 
expanse  of  very  many  millions  of  dollars,  through  the  Atlantic  to  a 
renote  reef— wh  t  is  tho  reason  for  so  monumental  an  undertaking? 

The  reason  was  that  "farthest  south"  appealed  to  ilr,  Flagler’s 
imagination.  Moreover,  the  idea  of  a  sea-going  railroad  was,  in  the 
last  analysis,  roga  dleau  of  the  immediate  impetus,  the  logical  climax 
of  his  prodigal  investments  along  the  East  Coast  from  Jacksonville  to 
Miami,  Here  he  had  already  spent  $30,000,000  in  twenty  years  extending 
hie  chain  of  magnificent  winter  resorts  farther  and  farther  south  and 
binding  then  to  other  with  his  reilroad.  To  make  of  it  a  through  system 
he  h-  d  inevitably  to  push  it  on  toward  the  Oulf. 

This  work  has  been  the  more  dramatic  in  that  the  problems  were  new 
and  of  most  unusual  difficulty.  Between  some  of  the  keys  the  tracks  must 
be  carried  on  concrete  viaducts  so  long  that  from  a  oar  window  a  pas¬ 
senger  would  be  cut  of  sight  of  land,  the  horizon  closing  down  to  the 
ocesn  rim  to  east  and  west.  The  work  would  have  to  vlthstand  storms 
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and  high  seas  for  mile  after  mile  where  there  w*o  no  barrier  to  check 
the  assaults  of  the  Atlantic.  The  construction  plant  must  be  put 
afloat,  thousands  of  men  quartered  in  ba  ts  instead  of  camps,  the  work 

inspected  in  tugs  and  launches,  and  a  huga  fleet  maintained  for  build- 

I 

ing  a  railroad. 

Tet,  even  as  the  railroad  stands  today,  It  Is  an  immense  undertaking 
successfully  wrought  out  and  in  operation.  Within  three  years  this  high¬ 
way  of  steel  was  finished  for  train  service  for  a  distance  of  110  miles 
below  Miami,  or  to  within  forty-seven  miles  of  Key  West.  On  the  remain¬ 
ing  stretch  over  80  per  oentof  the  construction  work  has  been  done.  The 
United  States  has  been  given  a  new  railro  d  terminus  far  out  in  the  open 
see  as  her  southernmost  port.  From  the  present  terminus  at  Knight’s 
Key,  steamers  run  in  winter  to  Havana,  122  miles  away,  reducing  the 
Journey  from  New  York  to  Cuba  to  two  days— service  as  fast  as  the  regular 
train  ferries  that  will  later  operate  between  Key  West  and  Havana,  a 
distance  of  ninety  miles. 

The  company  had  to  create  the  East  Coast  Railroad  system,  and  to 
equip  themselves  to  handle  the  greatest  hotel  interests  in  the  world,  on 
top  of  which  tasks  they  were  requested  to  put  a  railro  d  into  Key  West 
and  ra8  made  wholly  responsible  for  the  undertaking.  Fourteen  thousand 
people  have  been  on  the  pay-rolls  at  one  time  in  Florida.  And  the 
enterprises  controlled  have  involved  from  thirty  to  forty  millions  of 
capital. 
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The  fir  t  plan  for  extending  the  railroad  south  of  Miami  attempted 
to  find  a  way  across  the  Everglades  to  Cape  Sable,  the  southernmost  tip 
of  the  Florida  peninsula,  eighty  miles  from  dry  land.  Engineering  parties 
spent  months  at  a  time  in  this,  the  most  hostile  and  inaccessible  wilder- 
ness  left  in  the  United  States,  They  suffered  such  hardships  and  torments 
as  have  been  endured  elsewhere  only  in  the  heart  of  Africa.  One  outfit 
had  to  be  rescued  by  a  relief  expedition  and  was  found  on  the  edge  of 
starvation.  The  survey  was  carried  through  to  Cape  Sable;  the  land  was 
found  impracticable  for  railroad  building  and  the  field  of  action  was, 
therefore,  shifted  to  the  route  across  tho  keys.  Locating  this  erratic 
line  was  an  All c e- ln-W anderland  task  of  itself.  The  surveying  party 
had  to  do  most  of  its  work  afloat,  and  some  of  its  man  were  lost  among 
the  hundreds  of  keys  for  days  at  a  time.  They  wished  to  utilize  as 
many  of  the  keys  as  possible,  and  fina  ly  selected  forty-one  across 
which  to  run  the  road.  There  were  gaps  between  them  so  wide,  however, 
that  towers  had  to  be  built  for  sighting  the  instruments.  In  other 
words,  these  distances  which  mUGt  be  bridged  were  so  great  that  the 
curvature  of  the  earth  hid  the  roadman  on  the  key  from  the  man  with 
the  transit. 

The  railroad  was  started  by  the  upside-down  process  of  digging 
more  than  thirty  miles  of  navigable  canals  through  the  Everglades, 
which  barred  the  progress  from  the  mainland  to  the  keys.  Those  canals 
were  dug  by  powerful  dredges  which  were  built  in  holes  in  the  ground. 

Then  water  wne  l$t  in.  to  float  them  and  they  began  to  eat  their  way 
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tbwerd  the  sea,  throwing  up  the  mud  between  them  to  make  a  railway 
embankment  and  leaving  two  canals  in  their  wake*  The  grading  of  tic 
first  seventeen  miles  was  accomplished  in  this  fasaion.  ike  bod  rock 
was  so  near  the  surface  that  the  dredges  sometimes  stranded  and  could 
no  longer  dig  their  own  way.  But  presently  a  system  of  locks  by  v/kich 
the  stranded  dredges  were  floated  over  the  barriers  of  roc*  was  evolved, 

Keanwhile,  men  and  material  for  the  invasion  of  the  keys  were  assembled 
At  one  time  there  was  under  charter  every  available  freight  sterner  fly¬ 
ing  the  iimerlcan  flag  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and,  still  bein^  short  of 

* 

vessels,  they  had  to  import  cement  from  Germany  to  get  botuoras  to  curry  it. 
The  crushed  rook  ordered  for  the  viaduct  construction  filled  eighty  tramp 
steamers,  200,000  tons  of  coal  freighted  another  imposing  fleet,  and  the 
cargoes  of  steel,  lumber,  and  supplies  bannered  the  sapphire  sea  with 
the  smoke  of  steamers  of  deep-laden  tramps.  Camps  and  a  transportation 
system  had  to  be  arranged  to  care  for  5»000  men  far  from  the  mainland, 
along  a  hundred-mile  fringe  of  keys  with  no  more  than  two  deep- ter 
harbors  in  this  dist  nee. 

Efficient  labor  was  in  demand  the  country  over,  tnd  g  od  men  did  not 
want  to  fight  mosquitoes  in  the  isolation  of  the  Florida  keys.  Ikousands 

of  good-for-nothings— the  dregs  of  sodden  shd  broken  humanity — had  to  be 

\ 

shipped  from  northern  cities  out  of  sheer  necessity,  iiegjro  labor  could 
not  be  obtained  in  such  prosperous  times,  and  the  law  forbade  the  Importa¬ 
tion  of  blacks  from  Nassau  and  Jamaica,  or  Spaniards  from  Cuba  end  their 
own  oountry.  The  sources  of  labor  supply  depended  on  for  digging  the 
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Fonana  canal  wer<*  closed  to  this  nerican  enterprise.  Hordes  of  "hoboes," 
as  they  were  classed,  ware  sent  out  of  the  camps  ao  worthless,  or  be¬ 
cause  they  refused  to  work  at  all,  scorning  even  to  earn  the  12  advanced 
thor  for  transportation.  Although  the  average  number  of  men  employed 
via  about  4,000,  the  pay-rolle  show  that  20,000  men  were  carried  to  the 
keys  in  three  years, 

Tho  process  of  weeding  out  laborers  was  costly  and  disheartening, 
hen  the  working  force  had  been  hammered  into  something  like  efficient 
shape  a  hurricane  swooped  down  on  the  keys  in  Ootober  of  1906  and  not 
orly  tested  to  the  utmost  the  work  of  the  engineers,  but  made  havoc  in 

the  ranks  of  the  laborers.  The  construction  had  been  well  advanced, 
however,  and  embankment,  trestle  and  viaduct  stood  the  trial  without  serious 
damage. 

As  swiftly  as  possible  after  the  hurricane  the  working  force  was 
reorganised,  and  from  the  clusters  of  tents  and  houseboats  the  working 

t 

gangs  swarmed  by  night  and  by  day  to  carry  the  white  trail  of  the  grade 
southward.  Across  most  of  the  northern  keys  they  found  a  bed  of  coral 
and  lime  atone;  this  was  blasted  and  heaped  in  embankments  by  hand  labor 
as  in  ordinary  railroad  construction.  Many  of  the  open-woter  stretches 

l 

were  crossed  by  means  of  ramparts  thrown  up  by  suction  dredges,  which 
trailed  their  long  lines  of  pipe  aoross  the  channels  like  hu3S  serpents, 
ihese  crossings  were  riprapped  with  rock  to  buttress  them  against  the 
wash  of  the  sea.  Behind  the  grades  came  the  track-laying  gangs,  coupling 
up  one  key  after  another  to  the  mainland,  while  camps  ahead  of  them 


7 


were  shifted  farther  south  to  inw  e  the  inlets  th.it  swam  in  wonderful 
opeloscent  lagoons.  Proti  the  tope  of  a  derrick  frame  the  finished  grade 
stretched  across  the  green  keys  like  a  straight  white  ribbon. 

T  e  line  cane  at  length  to  a  bay  four  miles  in  width  between 

Lower  and  Upper  hatecumbe  keys.  The  land  is  so  low  that  the  farther 

shore  clnoot  dipped  below  the  horizon.  Across  this  body  of  water  rxx 
* 

the  railroad  pushed  its  way  on  trestle  work  and  rock  erabezhaaent ,  all 
of  which  will  be  filled  in  solid  before  the  work  is  finished.  Then  the 
builders  brought  up  at  Long  hey,  where  the  first  groat  viaduct  was  con¬ 
structed. 

xr  two  miles  across  the  green  sea  this  ructure  towers  as  a  wall 
of  masonry  carried  on  noble  arches— 180  of  thou,  built  of  concrete  re¬ 
inforced  with  steel.  It  has  the  aepeot  of  a  daman  aqueduct  built  of 

solid  stone,  and  its  oollossal  strength  did  dignity  of  outline  are 

•  \ 

framed  in  a  setting  altogether  lovely,  ^oun  from  the  shore  of  Long 
hoy,  its  arches  march  across  the  water,  away,  away,  until  they  so em 
to  run  sheer  into  the  horizon  with  nothing  to  mar  their  splendid 
isolation,  ouve  for  the  low  keys  at  either  hand,  there  is  no  land  in 
sight  anywhere,  nothing  but  ocean  shifting  from  green  to  blue  as  it 
rolls  to  uhe  Gulf  Stream  on  the  one  hand,  and  melts  into  the  wo  tern 
sky  on  the  other.  A  passenger  on  a  train  creating  the  Long  .ley  viaduct 
may  be  lucky  ©nought  to  see  a  school  of  flying  fish  skitter  pact,  rnd 
a  porpoise  or  two  hustling  in  chase  of  them.  The  cost  of  this  one  link 
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between  the  keys  wee  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  for  two  miles  of 
construction,  but  unless  a  ferry  is  operated  so  that  the  traveler  ■’•ay 
see  It  from  a  distance,  he  will  miss  any  adequate  view  of  this  noble 
and  impressive  struoture, 

..hile  the  prevailing  shallowness  of  the  water  has  made  it  possible 

to  throw  up  mile  after  mile  of  embankment,  it  has  made  the  problem  of 

transportation  immensely  difficult.  It  was  found  impossible  to  approach, 

even  in  li  ;ht-draf t  launches,  many  of  the  keys,  on  which  hundreds  of 

men  nusfe  be  camped  and  fed*  A  flotilla  of  stero-ofhael  steamboats  from 

the  Indian  river  and  the  Mississippi,  reputed  to  operate  on  the  leqoons, 

« 

but  they  ran  hard  aground  miles  from  the  places  they  sought  to  reach* 

In  the  forty  miles  from  Bahia  Honde  south  to  Key  We  t  the  island 

formation  differs  as  radically  from  the  keys  to  the  nortward  as  if  they 

belonged  to  another  geological  period*  The  coral  rock  disappears  and 

what  land  there  is  is  of  solid  limestone,  Tfcase  keys  are  so  low  that 

many  of  them  are  mere  swemps  densely  covered  with  mangrove.  Throwing 

up  embankments  across  them  has  been  la  gely  a  matter  of  dredging*  \nd 

for  this  particular  kind  dredging  there  was  designed  a  now  species 

of  amphibious  monster.  All  known  methods  of  rallro  d  building  hed  to 

be  discarded*  To  foed  any  of  the  usual  types  of  dredge  with  coal  and 

fresh  water  was  impossible  because  supplies  could  not  be  transported 

# 

over  the  shotiilogoons  and  landed  within  reach*  Therefore,  there  was 
evolved  a  startling  innovation  by  using  a  gasoline  angina  S3  a  dredging 
power*  oix  of  these  gasoline  dredges  were  built  on  barges*  Where  there 


"was  enough  fa  tor  to  float  them  they  waddled  acros.  the  hey,  indofatigably 
heaping  up  embankments,  «.hon  they  c  one  to  a  dry  bit  of  going  thsy  wore 
yanked  ashore,  mounted  on  wheels,  did  on  e  ateel  track,  and  so  progressed 
as  effectively  as  ever, 

whoa  it  was  reported  to  H.  H,  Flagler  that  there  was  no  roan  for 
duep-w  ter  terminals  along  the  harbor  front  at  hey  West,  ho  told  them  to 
go  ahead  and  make  enough  dry  land  to  serve  his  purpose.  This  in  itself 
was  a  princely  undertaking,  for  it  aeantjfilllng  nearly  two  handled  acres 

of  salt  water-,  a  good-sized  town  site,  with  material  drad^od  from  tne 

\ 

bottom*  auction  dredges  pushed  their  tentacles  far  out  to  find  .and 

enough  to  feed  their  hungry  mavis,  and  an  army  of  men  built  a  son  wall 

of  rook  to  contain  this  filling,  already  almost  e  hundred  acre3  have 
,  t 

been  made  terra  firma,  and  the  outline  map  of  hey  Test  has  been  con¬ 
siderably  altered, 

Iho  Florida  last  doa.it  Extension  proper  begins  at  a  point  about 
twenty-eight  miles  below  Miami  at  a  sr.mll  town  named  Loo.es Lead,  .ram 
Homestead  it  stretches  out  across  the  2/ergladea  for  a  distance  of  LI. 5 
niies  to  Jevfish  creek,  which  is  spanned  by  a  drawbridge,  Jewfiah  is 
also  the  namo  of  the  aniall  way  station  eituatod  at  this  place,  and  it  is 
here  that  steamers  and  sailing  cruft  from  Key  Test  by  the  inside  route, 
as  it  is  called,  pass  through  on  their  way  to  ;Tiami. 

.after  crossing  Jewfish  draw  the  railroad  continues  its  course  over 
the  .Florida  keys,  the  first  one  south  of  Jenwfish  being  Key  Largo,  This 

is  the  largest  key  in  the  entire  chain,  being  over  twenty  miles  in  length. 
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On  Key  Largo  are  situated  several  small  way  stations,  as  follows: 

Key  Largo,  Hook  Harbor,  Tavernier  and  Plantation.  It  Is  from  the.^e 
stations  that  the  planters  and  fruit  growers  ship  their  produce  Instead 
of  by  schooners  as  they  formerly  did. 


Next  comes  the  small  village  of  quarry,  situated  on  Umbrella  Key, 

the  village  taking  Its  name  from  the  large  rook  quarry  at  that  place, 

' 

which  furnished  most  of  the  rook  ballast  for  the  Last  Coast  Extension. 

After  leaving  quarry  the  next  stop  Is  at  Islamorada  on  Upper  Hat- 
taoorabe  Key,  one  of  the  prettiest  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  keys  for 
agricultural  purposes  In  the  whole  chain.  It  already  boasts  some  of 
the  finest  lime  groves  In  Florida. 


After  leaving  this  beautiful  key  the  next  stopping  plaoe  Is  Central 
Supply,  this  being  located  on  the  railroad  grade  between  Upper  and 
Lower  Hattaoombe,  and  la  one  of  the  largest  construction  camps  on  the 
extension. 

« 

One  mile  further  on  Is  the  Indian  Key  drawbridge  and  water  supply 
is 

tank.  This/named  after  the  beautiful  and  picturesque  little  islet  of 
that  name  which  lies  but  a  few  rods  distant  In  the  bay.  Indian  Key 
has  a  rather  interesting  history,  there  having  been  at  one  time  a 
village  of  considerable  size  located  there,  oomposed  mostly  of  wreckers, 
fishermen  and  spongers,  but  the  people  had  the  misfortune  to  Incur  the 
animosity  of  the  Seminole  Indians  and  one  night  In  the  early  part  of 
the  nineteenth  century  a  couple  of  hundred  braves  swooped  down  on  the 
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settlement  in  their  eanoes  and  wiped  out  the  entire  population,  excepting 
one  person,  who  escaped  by  swimming  to  Lower  Mattacombe.  Since  this 
massacre  the  island  has  been  known  as  Indian  Key. 

The  next  place  of  Interest  as  the  train  rolls  southward  is  Long  Key 
Fishing  Camp.  This  is  situated  on  the  southerly  end  of  Long  Key  adjoining 
the  Long  Key  rladuct,  and  is  one  of  the  newest  and  prettiest  resorts  in 
Southern  Florida.  Here  it  is  that  the  lover  of  the  rod  and  reel  finds 

I 

his  paradise.  Fish  of  every  kind  abound.  The  waters  teem  with  silvery 
tarpon  and  the  beautiful  Spanish  mackerel  and  kingfiah. 

From  this  point  Long  Key  viaduct  stretches  across  Long  Key  channel 
to  Conch  Keys.  This  viaduct  is  one  of  the  greatest  engineering  feats 

I 

of  modern  times,  being  composed  entirely  of  concrete,  reinforced  by  steel 
rods  set  in  the  soft  cement  as  it  was  poured  into  the  forms. 

The  next  stop  on  this  interesting  highway  of  oamnerce  and  travel 
ie  Crainlyn,  located  on  Grassy  Key,  the  industries  of  this  plaoe  being 
fishing,  sponging  and  truck  gardening. 

After  leaving  Crainlyn  a  fifteen-minutes  ride  brings  you  to  modern 
and  busy  little  Marathon,  the  executive  headquarters  of  all  construction 
work  on  the  extension. 

I 

Here  are  located  the  offices  of  the  constructing  engineer,  the  office 
of  the  ohlef  auditors  and  paymaster,  also  the  reserve  storerooms  and 
material  yards,  the  loading  docks,  weather  bureau  and  emergency  hospital. 


A  short  distance  from  Marathon  are  the  Boot  Key  raaohlne  shops 
and  marine  railways*  It  is  here  that  the  repairs  to  floating  and  roll¬ 
ing  stock  are  made*  The  machine  shops  and  quarters  for  the  employes 
make  quite  a  little  Tillage  in  themselves,  as  there  are  from  150  to 
200  men  at  this  plaoe  all  the  time* 
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HOW  LAURENCE  DUNHAM  CAME  INTO  HIS  OWN 

By  Walter  Henry  (Rounds'E),  Author  of  "Absolved  By  the  Storm,"  Etc. 

►  * 

Wilson  and  Huddleston's  docks  were  practically  deserted.  Most  of 
the  fishing  craft  were  outside  the  bay.  "Chick"  Johnson,  therefore,  of 
the  Key  West  schooner  had  not  many  listeners,  but  they  made  up  in  atten¬ 
tiveness  what  they  lacked  in  numbers  as  he  unfolded  the  following: 

"It  was  early  morning,"  he  said,  "and  a  smothering  sea  was  dashing 
against  the  lighthouse  on  Barrier  Key.  The  artillery-like  boom  of  the 
breakers  could  be  heard  as  they  crashed  against  the  reefs  at  its  base. 

"The  reigning  thought  in  Victoria  Caldbury's  mind  was  that  she 
must  hide  Lawrence  Dunham  at  whatever  cost.  He  had  Invaded  the  light- 
house  without  her  consent,  but  her  father,  knowing  her  attachment  for 
him,  might  not  readily  believe  this,  and  Victoria,  like  all  true  men 
from  time  beyond  memory,  was  a  worker  for  the  amenities  of  life. 

"Captain  Caldbury,  keeper  of  the  light-house  on  Barrier  Key,  had 
chosen  a  husband  for  Victoria  in  Key  West,  stating  that  Lawrence 
Dunham  could  not  be  true  to  her  owing  to  earlier  attachments,  and  there 
stood  Lawrence,  pleading  for  her  love,  with  her  father  coming  up  the 
stairs,  blocking  the  only  way  of  escape.  She  must  shileld  him,  she 
argued,  with  the  'knowledge  that  she  still  loved  him.  Also,  she  felt 
an  appreciation  of  his  temerity  in  coming  there  after  being  forbidden 

to  do  so  by  the  stern  keeper  of  the  light. 

C 
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"If  he  should  be  discovered,  death  would  be  Imminent  for  them, 
for  the  captain  was  a  fighter  and  Lawrence  was  proud  and  no  coward,* 

"Victoria  forced  him  into  a  cabinet  and  as  her  father  entered  she 

•  / 

picked  up  a  magazine  which  she  had  been  reading  when  Lawrence  had  made 
his  unexpected  appearance  a  few  moments  before, 

"There’s  something  wrong,  girlie,  at  Crocodile  Light,"  said  Captain 
Caldbury  seriously,  'Get  my  rubber  coat,  for  I  am  going  over  in  the 
large  launch  and  will  not  be  home  until  night.  Just  my  luck  to  have 
wreckers  agin  me  when  I  want  to  remain  at  home  for  a  spell.  Come,  now, 
girlie,  one  kiss  for  your  old  dad  and  I  will  be  home  by  sunset  to  eat 
supper  with  you,* 

.  / 

"Lawrence  Dunham,  strengthened  by  the  conviction  that  Victoria 
still  loved  him,  sprang  forward  with  a  quick,  joyous  cry  and  seized 
her  hand  when  the  captain's  launch  was  heard  coughing  its  way  across 
the  passes  between  the  islands  and  Victoria's  pulse  quickened  at  the 
contact, 

"She  knew  it  was  the  man  whom  her  father  had  said  was  toying  with 
her  affections;  she  was  sensible  of  the  humiliation  of  her  own  long¬ 
ing,  but  she  seemed  overpowered  by  a  strange  fascination  and  could 
not  repulse  him, 

"Lawrence  gathered  her  in  his  arms,  buried  his  face  in  the  soft 
folds  of  Illusion  at  her  breast  and  for  one  brief  moment  exulted, 
like  a  hummingbird  at  the  heart  of  a  flower. 
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"Then,  there  came  aorous  the  miters  or  the  bay  the  somber  tended 
intonation  of  a  ship’s  bell,  signalling  distress, 

"Lawrence  stepped  back  a  pace,  in  aland.  A  surging  fire  filled 
his  reins  and  Victoria’s  cheeks  were  wet  with  tears,  "It  is  the  bell 
of  a  ship  off  Crocodile  Light,*  he  said,  with  swift  intuition,  •r?y 
place  is  by  the  side  of  your  father,’ 

"pressing  her  hand,  he  ran  down  the  winding  stairway,  to  an  adjacent 
group  of  Mangroves,  where  his  own  launch  was  concealed  ,  and  there  came 
to  his  ears  the  sharp  rattle  of  rifle  shots  as  he  got  the  little  oraft 
under  way.  As  he  rounded  the  headland  of  Crocodile  hey,  he  saw  Captain 
C aid bury  surrounded  by  three  wreckers,  villainous  looking  miscreants 
who  fired  and  advanced  under  cover  of  Isolated  ooooanut  pains, 

"To  beaoh  the  launch  and  make  the  few  hundred  yards  up  the  ragged 
key  was  no  easy  natter,  for  tho  non  hoard,  him  approach  and  at  onus 
opened  fire.  Shots  hissed  a  protest  to  welcome,  but  Dunham  ran  straight 

on  and  fired  his  own  pistol  os  he  advanced.  At  this,  the  cowardly  fel¬ 
lows,  craven  at  the  sudden  reinforcement ,  turned  and  fled.  Captain 
Caldbury,  weak  from  a  gun  wound  in  the  side,  was  swaying  liks  a  drunken 
man  when  Lawrence  re  ched  him, 

"He  drew  back  disdainfully  whan  he  recognized  his  supporter,  but 

outraged  nature  gave  way  and  he  pitched  forward  into  hie  aims  unconscious 

• 

How  Lawrence  dressed  the  wound  and  destroyed  the  false  beacon  which  had 
lured  t..o  ship  to  disaster,  ar  details  which  one  can  ne  as  well 
as  ro ..d,  .he  ; re  o  made  comfortable  in  an  outhouse  on  the  island. 
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"Opening  hie  eyes  in  the  launch  an  their  way  buck  to  the  lighthouse 
that  night.  Captain  Caldbury  groaned  and  said,  *1  reckoned  I  was  done  for, 
that  tine,  Dunham*  1  have  been  a  prejudiced  old  barnacle* * 

"•Take  her,  my  boy,*  he  added  at  the  supper  table  when  they  had  ar¬ 
rived,  placing  Victoria's  hand  in  that  of  his  rescuer.  You  uro  more  of 
a  man  than  I  thought,  and  I  beg  your  pardon,  auh,  for  trying  to  prejudice 

Viotoria  against  you,* 

" TKo  apologies  are  necessary,  sir,*  rejoined  Lawrence,  raising  to 
Victoria  a  face  shining  with  hope,  ’unless  it  is  to  "Vic"  for  lowing 
her  alone  so  long  at  the  lighthouse*  Suppose  we  appoint  her  captain  of 
the  light  and  you  and  I  will  serve  as  her  first  and  second  assist  nts.  * 

i 

"’Not  necessary,  either,  suh,*  replied  the  keeper  graciously. 

’Bless  you,  she  has  been  the  bos.;  of  this  island  ever  since  she  was  bom 
in  the  greet  atom  of  *91,  when  her  mother  died*’ 

"From  the  salvage  money  of  the  wreck  they  purchased  Victoria’s  wed¬ 
ding  outfit,  a  piano  for  the  littlo  parlor  and  a  library  for  the  captain. 

"H.hich  goes  to  prove  that  out  of  evil  may  came  g:>od,’  remarked 
the  latter,  lighting  his  pipe  and  loticing  at  the  new  possessions  with 


oontont*" 
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HUSTLING  CHIPLEY,  THE  HEART  OF  RICH  FARMING  REGI  *113 


Chipley,  the  onward  town  of  progress,  is  situated  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  state,  about  one  half  way  between  Jacksonville  and  F ensacola 
and  an  advancing  city  of  better  then  two  thousand  people;  the  heart  of  a 
rich  farming  country  and  region  great  in  the  production  of  naval  stores, 
lumber  and  turpentine.  Chipley  has  two  banks,  fine  homes,  modern  busi¬ 
ness  houses  of  native  stone,  and  rich  farms  that  produce  valuable  orops 
of  vegetables  and  garden  truck,  There  are  two  good  hotels  in  Chipley, 

Keep  your  eye  on  this  city  and  see  it  maroh  on,  and  on  the  Chipley 
Boosters,  whose  cartoons  are  above.  They  are  bora  leaders,  every  one. 


DEFUNIAK  SPRINGS,  "THE  HEALTHPUL" 


Hone  of  Plamer  College,  l  egion  of  Magnificent  Roads 
and  Scenery,  Oood  Schools  and  Churohes,  Pains  That 
Produos  Abundance  from  Rich  Cut-over  Lands 


DOPuniak  Springs  is  noted  for  its  healthy  location  and  the  good 
climate  throughout  the  entire  pear.  There  are  no  insect  pests  in  this 
Mecca  for  these  seeking  rejuvenation*  Besides  its  fine  high  school 

and  Planer  College,  an  excellent  industrial  school  is  under  construction 

/ 

that  will  be  ready  for  pupils  by  1912*  There  are  five  churches  with 
large  Sunday  school  olasaes  in  this  delightful  little  city  and  here,  too, 
the  Plorida  Chautauqua  holds  regular  sessions  each  winter  in  the  finest 
auditorium  in  the  state* 

DePuniak  Springs  is  on  the  official  map  of  the  National  Highways 
Association  and  the  county  is  continually  building  smooth,  hard  roads* 
About  fifty  automobiles  are  owned  here*  Do  not  fail  to  visit  this  region 
It  has  a  bright  future* 
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BRILLIANT  NET  WEST  CELEBRATION  BY  LAND  AND  £&A  HONGRIRG 

E. TENSION  OF  FLO’JIDA  EA.  T  COATT  BAILWAY  CTT;  OF  GREATEST 

MAGNITUDE.  A  GLORIOUS  TAGE/NT  OF  NAVAL,  MILITANT,  AERIAL 
AND  CIVIC  SPECTACLES,  ADVANCING  THE  INTERESTS  OF  THE 
AMERICAS,  CUBA,  THE  VTrT  H2DIBS  AND  MANAMA  CANAL 

Celebration  From  January  20  to  February  3-  Yacht  Races 
to  Havuna  and  Return,  Aeroplane  Flight  to  Cuba,  Grand 
Naval  Review  of  Warships  of  all  Nations,  Military  and 
Civic  Pageantry,  Athletic  Events,  President  Taft  and 
Government  Officials. 


The  completion  of  the  railroad  extension  to  Key  Wost,  all  the 
resources  of  the  country  available  here,  makes  it  the  most  commanding 
site  on  this  continent. 


The  resemblance  of  Key  west  to  the  Rook  of  Gibraltar  is  a  docidod 
contrast,  as  different  as  the  old  world  la  from  the  new.  The  magnificent 
harbor  of  Key  Vest,  twenty-five  miles  long,  with  a  channel  from  ono  and 
a  half  to  two  miles  wide,  with  not  less  then  thirty-two  feet  of  wat  er 
and  l&rce  areas  over  forty  feet  deep,  is  practically  the  largest  deep¬ 
water  harbor  in  the  country,  but  there  are  no  high  hills  or  Immense 
rocks  to  give  the  impression  of  Invulnerableness. 


3ut,  instead,  this  harbor  is  sheltered  on  the  north  by  low  keys 
and  shoals,  which  form  a  complete  protection  on  that  side,  whereas  seven 
miles  south  of  this  line  of  keys  there  is  a  parallel  line  of  reefs  and 
shoals,  some  of  which  are  scarcely  awash  at  low  tide,  and  none  ere  more 
than  eight  feet  above  high  water,  so  that  the  anchorage  appears  to  be 
more  like  an  open  roadstead  than  a  harbor,  yet  it  is  a  sheltered,  safe 
and  commodious  harbor,  capable  of  berthing  all  the  navies  of  the  world. 
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Toy  Vest  Is  the  nearest  United  states  port  to  the  Panama  canal, 

i 

the  distance  being  only  1,075  miles. 

It  is  445  miles  nearer  Panama  than  Pensacola. 

It  is  475  miles  nearer  Panama  than  Mobile. 

It  is  495  miles  nearer  Fenama  than  New  Orleans. 

It  is  600  miles  nearer  Panama  than  Galveston. 

Key  West  is  the  terminus  of  the  Florida  Last  Coast  Railway  and  be¬ 
cause  of  its  great  advantage  in  location  will  derive  more  benefit  in 
increased  commerce  from  the  opening  of  the  Panama  canal  then  any  other 
American  port. 

Key  West  is  the  gateway  from  the  United  States  to  Cuba,  Central 
and  South  America. 

Key  West  has  the  finest  natural  harbor  on  the  Gulf,  capable  of 
berthing  the  navies  of  the  world  when  the  projected  improvements  are 
completed. 

Key  West’s  cigars  are  world  famous  and  are  superior  to  any  manu¬ 
factured  elsewhere  in  the  United  States.  Being  made  upder  climatic 

* 

conditions  identical  with  those  of  Havana,  they  are  fully  oqunl  to  the 
best  Cuban  product.  Cigar  factory  employes  are  shilled  workmen  and 

i 

command  high  wages. 

Key  West  is  the  "American  Gibraltar,"  defending  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
its  position  making  it  the  logical  point  for  the  country’s  greatest 


naval  base. 
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Key  West  has  one  of  the  RO^t  Important  naval  stations  in  the  country 
with  a  coaling  stetlon,  machine  sho^s,  ample  docking  facilities  and  a 
new  nrrlne  railway  and  other  important  additions  to  t  ie  station  ore 
under  way. 

This  noval  station  has  one  of  the  most  powerful  wireless  telegraph 
plants  in  the  world,  capable  of  comauni eating  with  the  Panama  canal 
direct. 

Key  West  is  an  important  coast  artillery  post,  strongly  fortified, 
and  plans  hare  been  drawn  for  the  establishment  of  a  new,  modern  post 
at  Fort  Taylor,  on  the  southwestern  side  of  the  island. 

Key  West  is  the  headquarters  of  a  large  sponge-gathering  fleet. 

The  olimnte  of  Key  West  is  cooler  in  summer  and  wrier  in  winter 
than  that  of  any  other  city.  Lact  year  the  maximum  heat  record  was 
91  degrees  and  on  only  three  days  did  the  thermometer  register  above 
90  during  the  entire  summer.  This  is  the  official  U.  S.  leather  bureau 
report.  The  coldest  day  in  winter  was  47  above  zero.  Frost  was  never 
known  here. 

Key  West  is  one  of  the  most  healthful  places  on  the  globe,  and 

the  death  rate  is  remarkably  low. 

Key  Went  has  now  23»000  people.  It  is  conservatively  predicted 
that  this  will  be  doubled  in  five  years  or  lass.  Opportunities  for 
nowo oners  will  be  offered  in  every  line. 
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Key  Vest  has  immense  shipping  interests,  local,  coastwise  and 
foreign. 

Key  ;est  has  the  only  exclusive  turtle  soup  canning  factory  in 
the  world. 

Key  West  has  a  large  fishing  industry.  The  surrounding  waters 
abound  in  the  finest  varieties  of  fish.  Game  fish  also  are  here  in 
abundance,  including  the  tarpon,  amber  jack  and  barraoouta. 

Splendid  school  Facilities , both  public  and  private,  A  nor  *60,000 
high  school  wa3  recently  opened.  The  Convent  of  Nary  Immaculate  and 
the  3uth  Hargrove  Institute  are  unsurpassed  in  the  south. 

Churches  of  all  denominations,  with  many  handsome  places  of 
worship,  including  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish, 

Two  strong  national  banks. 

Two  government  hospitals  and  one  private  hospital. 

An  efficient  paid  fire  department  and  a  large  corps  of  volunteer 
firemen,  second  to  none  in  the  United  states. 

The  crack  military  company  of  Florida,  the  Key  West  Guards,  Company 
I,  Second  Infantry,  N.  G,  F, ,  several  years  pennant  winners  of  the  state. 

Fine  sea  bathing  the  year  round. 
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LaPrisa,  a  spacious  pavilion  on  the  beach,  where  entertainments, 
dances  and  other  social  functions  ore  hold  continually. 

an  Carlos  Theater  and  Odd  Follows  *  Hall,  two  popuT  r  onus  nent 
places,  whore  operatic,  dramatic  and  vaudeville  perfornnncoo  fj?o  held. 

Several  good  bands  and  orchestras. 

Unexcelled  boating  facilities  with  opportunities  for  deli  htful 
excursions  to  the  surrounding  keys. 

.m  efficient  street  railway  end  electric  lighting  service. 

A  fine  hard-surf aood  driveway,  called  the  County  Road,  running  the 
entire  length  of  the  island. 

A  comorcial  wireless  station,  in  addition  to  the  great  station 

» 

owned  by  the  government  • 

An  excellent  telephone  system  end  cable  connections. 

Wore  point e  of  unusual  interest  thm  any  othor  city  in  the  south. 

Two  live  commercial  bodier,,  the  Chamber  of  Camnorce  und  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Club,  working  harmoniously  hand  in  hand  for  the  interests  of 
the  city. 

Unequalled  opportunities  for  profitable  investment  are  to  be  found 
hare  and  no  city  in  the  country  offers  better  security  to  investors. 


/ 
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Fey  .-eat  *.111  000a  Hava 

A  system  of  docks  capable  of  berthing  forty  ships,  e  oh  4 00  feet  in 
length,  with  corresponding  railway  terminal  facilities* 

A  new  X 350 *003  government  building,  the  bill  for  which  has  been 

favorably  reported  in  conrrosB. 

Several  riles  of  paved  streets,  bonds  for  seme  having  been  voted 
and  surveys'  nor;  under  way, 

A  fine  public  park. 

The  new  Gate  oigar  factory,  the  largest  in  the  world,  with  a 

l 

capacity  sufficient  to  accomodate  1,200  operatives. 

Several  new  cigar  factories  are  about  to  rove  to  Fey  Weet  from 

other  cities,  on  account  of  the  superior  advantages  offered  hers, 

} 

Fresh  water  on  the  island  seems  assured  from  borings  recently  made 
and  this  will  be  a  most  important  addition  to  our  resources, 

A  great  celebration  in  honor  of  Henry  M,  Flagler  and  tho  completion 
of  his  great  Over-Cea  Railway  to  Key  West, 

• 

A  commission  fora  of  government  is  under  consideration,  and  It  is 
almost  certain  that  this  will  be  granted  by  the  next  legislature* 


The  Florida  Slower 
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O.iUNDO,  OIOT  OF  I2ICHAH:MB3T  BY  THE  L\H2 

By  A  Staff  riter 

"Mildly  and  soft  the  western  breeze 

Just  kissed  the  lake,  Just  atirrod  the  trees; 

.'old  the  pleesed  3xke,  like  maiden  coy, 

Trembled,  but  dialled  not  for  joy. 

The  mountain  shadows  on  her  breast 
were  neither  broken  nor  at  rest, 

In  blight  unoertainoy  they  lie 
Like  future  Joys  to  Fancy’s  eye.” 

—From  "The  Lady  of  the  Lake." 

Orlando,  City  of  Enchantment,  by  the  lakes,  recalled  to  memory  the 
opening  lines  from  Scott's  f am  /as  poem  as  I  stood  beneath  a  shroud  of 
russet  palm  overlooking  Lake  Luoeme,  that  was  draped  with  gold,  and 
viewed  the  tints  remote  that  gloomed  in  the  after-glow  through  the  oist 
of  autumn’s  evening  sky. 

Orlando  has  superior  advantages  which  appeal  to  all  now-camera  who 
visit  the  beautiful  little  city  by  the  lakes—* namely,  situation,  climate, 
freedom  from  insects,  modem  business  houses,  fine  dwellings,  good  hotels 
hoalthfulness,  paved  and  shaded  streets,  excellent  schools  and  church, 
fine  sporting  facilities  and  drinking  water  that  ia  surpassed  nowhero 
and  equaled  in  but  few  of  the  most  favored  spots  in  the  world. 

The  early  settlers  of  this  entrancing  little  Florida  city  builded 

*  .  * 

better  than  they  knew  when  tiny  located  Orlando.  It  probably  nev  r 
entered  their  minds  that  the  place  would  ever  become  more  than  a  mere 
hamlet;  end,  therefore,  the  few  modest  habitations  of  that  early  day 
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nestled  nenr  the  oenter  of  the  group  of  fresh-water  lakes,  for  which 
this  locality  has  beeone  famous.  Nature  accomplished  her  best  works  in 

providing  woodland  and  water  courses  on  the  far-famed  ridge,  or  Florida 

/■ 

\ 

Backbone,”  thus  forming  natural  drainage  northward  to  the  St.  Johu.8  river 
and  southward  to  the  Kissimmee  riv  r  and  the  great  lakes, 

Orlando  is  located  twenty  miles  from  Sanford,  the  disembarking  point 
on  the  St,  Johns  river,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  south  of 
Jacksonville  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  and  seaboard  line  railroads. 

It  is  a  town  with  many  features  striotly  southern  and  yet  having 
peculiarities  smacking  of  northern  environment.  The  streets,  beautifully 
shaded  with  live  and  water  oaks,  draped  here  and  tiere  with  weird  gray 
moss;  the  many  groves  of  orange  and  grapefruit  peeping  out  at  unexpected 
turns;  the  glint  of  limpid  water  flashing  between  the  trees;  the  southern 
sky  aglow  with  the  kindling  tints  of  a  tropical  clime;  the  brilliant 
heavens  at  night,  overcast  with  myriads  of  the  starry  host;  the  muon 
sheddine  a  flood  of  light  never  seon  in  a  northern,  clime.  Significant, 
also,  ere  the  habitations,  many  of  them  low  and  ambling,  with  porches 
all  around,  in  true  southern  style,  and  others  on  the  more  staid  lines 
of  New  England  architecture;  business  houses  of  modern  style,  with  fine 
and  seasonable  stocks  of  goods, 

Orlando  does  not  claim  to  hold  a  mortgage  on  all  the  climate  there 
Is  In  Florida,  but  it  is  so  happily  situated  th$t  all  there  is  seduc¬ 
tive  and  health-giving  to  the  .American  people  as  is  found  here.  Con- 

» 

noisaeurs  who  have  tried  the  famous  resorts  of  the  Old  World  and  of 
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our  onm  California  come  to  Orlando  as  a  matter  of  choice~for  one  reason, 
here  i's  found  most  of  whit  Is  claimed  for  those  noted  resorts,  <md  be¬ 
cause  it  is  so  e^sy  of  access.  Tourists  and  winter  residents  are  fully 
cognizant  of  the  superiority  of  the  winter  climate  of  Orlando,  of  the 
absence  of  severe  cold,  and  of  there  being  seldoro  a  day  th.it  the  aun  does 
not  shine  benignly,  and  the  temperature  surprisingly  moderate  compared 
with  that  of  the  upper  part  of  the  state.  Indeed,  this  jutcing  of  the 
peninsula  down  into  the  worm  waters  of  the  Gulf  stream,  for  a  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  means  a  significant  reach  into  the  warmer  regions  so 

f 

far  as  winter  is  concerned.  Then  the  absence  of  chilling  fogs,  by 
reason  of  just  the  proper  location  inland,  is  another  noteworthy  con¬ 
sider  tion,  well  known  to  the  regular  visitor  to  this  city. 

The  summer  climate  is  hardly  sufficiently  known.  Only  the  permanent 
resident  has  learned  the  happy  secret  that  this  particular  spot  in  Florida 
is  peculiarly  favored  in  many  essential  respects.  It  is  just  fur  enough 
southward  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  cooling  winds  that  play  from 
the  Gulf  to  the  Atlantic,  and  vice  versa,  assuring  a  wonderful  counter¬ 
balance  to  the  heat  of  the  sun,  dispersing  the  inevitable  sultriness 
of  summer,  as  experienced  in  other  states,  and  insuring  a  night  temperature 

cooling  and  comfortable.  Summer  rtdns,  frequent  end  refreshing,  assist 
% 

in  dispelling  oppressive  heat,  and  are  looked  forward  to  with  pleasant 
anticipation. 

It  is  a  notable  fact  that  many  who  come  to  Orlando  for  relief  from 
the  cold  learn  to  like  the  summer  climate  even  better  than  they  do  the 
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winter*  In  connection  with  climate  must  be  considered  that  bane  of  a 
warm  country,  the  plague  of  insect  life*  Comparatively,  Orlando  is 
singularly  free  from  annoying  insects,  frequenters  of  other  sections, 
who  hare  found  their  chief  troubles  to  be  clouds  of  mosquitoes  end  myriads 
of  gnats  end  flies,  should  visit  Orlando,  where  they  seldom  exist.  Nearly 
all  our  people  sleep  without  canopies  over  their  beds,  and  that  is  a  sure 
sign  of  freedom  from  mosquitoes. 

The  climate  and  the  water  conspire  to  make  of  Orlando  the  most 
healthful  of  oltlss.  To  these  important  requisites  is  attributed  the 
remarkable  freedom  from  fevers  and  other  diseases  incident  to  a  worm 
climate.  Epidemics  of  a  serious  nature  are  unknown,  and  nearly  all 
dangerous  instances  of  sickness  are  the  cases  of  persons  who  arrive  here 
too  late  to  be  benefited. 

Agriculturalists  achieve  splendid  results  in  and  around  Orlando, 
Drained  and  sub-irrigated  truck  farms  on  the  margins  of  the  lakes  arc 
wealth  producers  also.  Haw  lend  is  first  planted  to  oowpeas  to  get 
the  soil  in  good  condition.  A  crop  of  cauliflower  is  then  taken  off, 

i 

then  a  bean  orop,  a  corn  crop,  eggplant,  lettuce  and  oelery. 

One  grower  in  Orlando  produces  one  thousand  crates  of  oelery  to  the 
acre,  at  $1.40  per  crate,  or  a  total  of  $1,400  gross.  He  grows  sight 
hundred  baskets  of  lsttuee,  at  85  cents  per  basket,  or  a  total  of  $660 
per  acre. 

Cabbage  and  other  vegetable  farms  in  the  Lake  Fairview  region  are 
highly  profitable.  Cabbage  runs  about  five  hundred  barrels  to  the  acre. 
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at  *1*40  ?©r  barrel  gross,  or  *500  no t  per  acre*  Irish  potatoes 
avoru  :•  seventy-five  barrels  to  the  aero,  at  il+*00  per  barrel,  or  225 
net  per  acre*  awoet  corn  yields  two  hundred  backets  per  ac_e,  :>r  ,200 
net,  joakin£  a  total  of  292>  por  ucr©  on  throe  crops  in  one  year* 

Orene®  county  is  the  large3tproduoer  of  oroajoc  and  grapefruit  in 
the  stale,  according  to  the  re^rt  of  the  ngri cultural  Departrant  of 
Florida  t‘or  the  season  of  1907-8*  the  latest  figu  03  available* 

\c wording  to  this  report,  tho  number  of  bearing  orange  trees  in 
the  county  18  44^*222,  or  141*222  aore  than  Volusia  county,  which  is  the 
next  highest*  The  number  of  boxes  of  ornn.os  gra«a  in  the  county  for 
th  t  year  was  636,400,  and  the  net  value  thereof  was  2747,983*  or  $270,- 
693  wor'  than  that  of  DeOoto  county,  which  w  s  the  next  highest* 

Successful  crops  of  bananas  are  also  gathered*  In  a  normal  season 
bananas  ar#  an  easy  and  profitable  crop  to  grow*  Tale  jkLrticular 
plantation  has  always  been  very  successful*  The  fruit  is  marketed  In 
Jrlando  tuid  other  Florida  tovins.  Low-lying,  aoiot  lends  give  tho  best 
results.  The  young  " ouckors”  arc  planted  out  in  rows,  about  five  hundred 
to  th©  acre.  In  their  wild  state  they  mature  In  about  trenty-two  nonths, 
but  cultivated  they  will  make  fruit  in  fourteen  -nonths.  Then  the  old 
plant  is  cut  down  and  two  of  the  young  plants  that  ccne  up  fron  the 
old  roots  arc  allowed  to  stand,  each  of  them  producing  a  bunch  of  fruit 


in  ten  months* 
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The  ripening  of  the  Crop  covers  about  six  won  the, 
marketing  is  gradually  done.  The  value  of  the  crop  Is 


during  which 
about  <400  per 


acre 
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SCHd  PUBLIC  nUlLbiUuS  OF  JrJLkeibQ 

For  the  sick,  seeking  medical  aid,  Orlando  is  amply  provided,  with 
the  best  th  t  medical  science  and  skill  provides.  There  are  a  number 
of  first-class  physicians,  with  thoroughly  equipped  offices.  The 
Church  Home  and  Hospital  is  an  institution  of  great  merit,  having  ^ood 
buildinje,  with  private  and  public  r<:rds. 

The  Florida  Janitarium  is  a  new  institution,  admirably  located  in 

the  piney  woods,  between  two  beautiful  lakes  of  the  purest  w>  ter, 
occupying  in  all  about  seventy-three  acres  of  land.  This  sanitarium 
is  under  the  supervision  of  Seventh  Lay  adventists,  who  will  employ  the 

e 

same  remedial  agents  that  have  made  the  Battle  Creek  institution  famous. 

They  now  have  one  building  of  twenty-one  rooms  and  five  cottages  on 

\  • 

the  plat,  and  propose  to  solar  e  in  the  near  future.  H  competent  corps 
of  physicians  and  nurses  will  be  in  attendance.  A  school  for  the  train¬ 
ing  of  nurses  will  be  conducted. 

Orlando  is  wall  supplied  wltn  the  real  essentials  necessary  for 
comfort}  an  efficient  wa,er  supply,  en  electric  power  current  by  day, 

>ns  is  also  supplied,  and  for  heating  and  cooking  purposes  is  used 
exclusively,  Manufactured  Ice,  in  any  quantity,  is  furnished  by  one 
of  the  largest  factories  In  this  section,  rhere  is  a  complete  telephone 
system,  local  and  long  distance,  whilst  two  telegraph  lines  connect 
the  city  with  the  outside  v»rld.  These  and  a  free  nail  delivery  rye ten 
make  of  this  a  town  of  unsurpacsed  modern  convenience.  There  are  sevoral 
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first-class  hotels  and  numerous  bo  rding  houses ,  soma  of  then  strictly 
tourist  resorts*  There  are  also  plenty  of  roams,  furnished  and  un¬ 
furnished* 

Lake  Minnie  and  Lake  Lucerne  are  beautiful  resorts  for  pleasure* 

Lake  Lucerne  Is  acknowledged  by  all  visitors  a  rare  bit*  Oaks  over¬ 
hang  the  shell  walk  skirting  Its  banks  and  a  driveway  encircles  the 
entire  lake* 

Some  of  the  prettiest  residences  and  handsomest  grounds  in  the  city 
are  located  on  this  lakeside,  and  It  Is  the  resort  not  only  of  the  tourist, 
but  Is  a  favorite  park  for  our  home  people*  Here  Is  held  the  annual 
eater  carnival.  Introduced  by  the  mayor  of  the  city,  and  it  has  become 
a  gala  occasion,  when  the  entire  lake  and  adjacent  porks  are  illumine  ed 
with  Chinese  lanterns  and  electric  limits;  fleets  of  Illuminated  boats 
ply  the  water,  fireworks  dazzle  the  eye,  and  music  swells  the  breeze* 

Another  fine  lake  la  Lake  Sola,  and.  In  fact,  the  beautiful  oleqxv 
water  lakes  In  and  around  Orlando  fom  its  most  attractive  features* 

They  are  happy  breaks  In  the  landscape  of  lofty  pines  and  evcr-green 
orange  trees,  generally  lying  deer  and  beauteous,  with  reflective  sujv  (Sic) 
of  nature,  to  which  has  been  added  considerable  art*  A  captivating 
sheet  of  water,  the  shimmer  of  its  dreamy  surface  renewing  the  languor¬ 
ous  souls  of  all  who  seek  the  Fountain  of  Youth*  Beautiful  palms, 
magnolias  and  faces,  and  anon  lashed  Into  small  furies  under  e  passing  (Sic) 
wind-storm.  They  temper  the  oolder  atmosphere  In  winter  and  the  warmer 


'  / 


/ 


t 


'  '  T, 


i 


v 


/ 


■ 


\ 


3 


air  of  summer,  and  furnish  recreation  for  the  boatman  and  sport  of  the 
disciples  of  Isaak  Walton,  The  point  from  which  this  photograph  was 
node  is  another  section  of  the  city  rapidly  coming  into  favor,  no  less 
than  a  dozen  residences  having  been  erected  in  the  neighborhood,  with 
ample  room  for  more,  from  this  point  a  beautiful  view  of  the  lake  front 
may  be  h  d,  including  the  court  house  and  a  large  portion  of  central 
Orlando* 

The  many  tropical  and  seni-tropical  growths  of  thic  olinate  are 
always  attractive  to  northern  visitors.  Here  is  found  a  great  variety 
of  palms,  and  many  other  luxurious  ferns  and  .roes,  plant:  ,  flowers  and 
fruits,  Roses  and  flowers  of  many  sorts  are  in  bloom  throughout  the 
entire  winter.  To  the  homemaker  there  is  rare  enjoyment  in  tho  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  plants  and  fruits,  Roses  and  flowers  of  many  sorts  are  in 
bloom  throughout  the  entire  winter.  To  the  homemaker  there  is  rare 
enjoyment  in  the  cultivation  of  plants  and  flowers  here  when  tho  north 
is  ice-bound. 
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